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Clockwise from top left: Seeing the sights via speedboat; Watermark executive chel Adair Scott
offers lake to plate entrees; wine tasting and beachtime are favorite pastimes; and a cycling stop at a

nearby orchard

WATERMARK
BEACH RESORT

Soak up wine, sun and the stars at Watermark Beach Resort

DRIVE NORTH of Washington’s arid
castern (lc\cll\ o lhc ROrgeous transi
tion between the state’s northernmost
fruit country and the Canadian Rock-
ies and you'll find the bucolic lakeside

rown of Osoyoos (oh-SUE-usc), British

—
Columbia, where we made the
Watermark Beach Resort our
home base for a few days of
wine-tasting bliss

There's nothing glittery

about the Watermark; because
most of the rooms have
kitchens and instant beach
access, it tends to attract the
family set over the jet set. But
after the sun went down, and
we'd returned from enjoying
plates of succulent Okanagan
sockeye salmon in the horel's

restaurant, we realized thac it’s

one of the best star-watching spots on the
planet. (The hotel offers stargazing lessons

and excursions to nearby Mount Kobau, a

favorite among astronomers.)

Arrange your stay dur

ing the full moon, and
sign up for a moonlight
stand-up paddleboard
excursion on Osoyoos
Lake, during which the
hotel’s on-site Breathe

guides participants in
harnessing the power of

the heavens, followed

by yoga on the beach,

Ihe 12-mile-long lake lies on the bor
der between Washington and British Co-
lumbia, and on our first day, our goal was
to ride our road bikes along its Canadian
edges, while stopping to taste for oursclves
why British Columbia’s Okanagan Valley

has a burgeoning reputation
INSIDER TIP as one of the world's best wine
regions. The reality is that
after our first stop, at Moon
Curser Vineyards (named for
the men who smuggled gold
across the border but were
caught in the moonlight),
fitness studio staff we returned to the resort and
settled into the sand at the
waterfront, gazing across the
glassy lake and warching peo-
(naturally) ple glide (or flail) on stand-up

— paddlcboards. For dinner, we
headed 11 miles north o ke
in the entire valley over arctic char and
linhorn Creck Vineyards tasting flights
at Miradoro, the glass-walled restaurant

cantilevered high above the valley floor.

THE COORDINATES

WATERMARK BEACH RESORT, Osoyoos,
15 Park Place; 888.755,.5480; watermark-
beachresort.com. One-bedroom suites from
CA 83529,

MOON CURSER VINEYARDS, Osoyoos,
3628 Highway 3 E; 250.495.5161; moon-
curser.com .
MIRADORO RESTAURANT, Oliver,

537 Tinhom Creek Road; 250.498.9742;
tinhorn.com

ROAD 13 VINEYARDS, Oliver,

799 Ponderosa Road; 250.498.8330;
roud13vineyards.com

FAIRVIEW CELLARS, Oliver, 989 Cellar
Road; 250.498.2211; fairviewcellars.ca
MAVERICK ESTATE WINERY, Oliver,

3974 Highway 97; 778 437.8133; maver-
ickwine.ca

CHECKMATE ARTISANAL WINERY,

by appointment only; 250.707.2299;
checkmatewinery.com

HEATSTROKE CYCLE (for bike rent-

als), Osoyoos, 15 Park Place, Unit 225;
TI8A497.2453; heatstrokecycle.com
BREATHE STUDIO AT WATERMARK
BEACH RESORTY, Osoyoos, 15 Park Place;
888.755.3480; watermarkbeachresort.com.
Classes from $10.

We did eventually make it back onto
the bikes, and to the nearby Golden Mile
region, so named because some claim its
grape-growing conditions are ideal. It
boasts stellar wineries such as Road 13
Vineyards, Fairview Cellars, Maverick
Estate Winery and the new, uber-exclusive
Checkmate Artisanal Winery. But it was
that spot on the lake (OK, and the mas-
sage table at the resort’s spa and the hotel’s
locals-only wine list) that welcomed us
back cach afternoon. JESS THOMSON

| GETTING THERE > 5
MAAMALURLLLLE Watermark Beach Resort is in southern British Columbia, about a five-hour drive from Seattle via the Osoyoos border crossing

Watermark Beach Resort
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